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WASHINGTON.
.»* liberty and Union, bow and ftrever, one and

inseparable." .

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1, 1851.

The Birth of a New Year has ever been deem*
«ed a season of joyful congratulation, save by some

of those ascetic philosophers who consider added
ytora biz p.* c" 'fiaaj- added griefs and burdens to
a toad already insupportable. We profess no alle¬
giance to a school so melancholy; and, though our

bundle of years be confessedly somewhat onerous,
.we take leave to congratulate our readers and our¬

selves on the prospect, should life be spared, of
adding one more to the number. To them may it
bring whatever they most desire when their desires
are the purest: to ourselves useful labor, con¬

tentment, and the happy reflection of having con¬

ducted a public journal in such a manner as to give
our readers no cause to blush for that liberal pat¬
ronage by which they have so long sustained it.
The last is the fiftieth year since this paper was

founded; a respectable longevity, certainly, for a

political paper amid the storms of a free Republic,
and under an unflinching maintenance of an un¬

changed and uncompromising political creed. We
behold, indeed, wrecks on every hand; and find
ourselves much in the position of one who stands
in the midst of a cemetery, with the names of many
a friend and many an early acquaintance written on
the tombs around. That the Intelligencer yet
survives.that it has seen one venerated proprietor
gathered to his fathers, and has passed, unimpaired,
into the possession of his successors, we attribute
not to any special amount of talent in the conduct¬

ing of it, certainly not to its unscrupulous allegiance
to any political party, but simply to a uniform ad¬
herence to decency and to truth, and a candid ad¬
mission of excellence, whether found in friend or

foe. Many a trying tempest has whistled through
its branches, and threatened, at times, to shake its
roots; but, through the benignity of a protecting
Providence, it yet enjoys a green old age, and a

cheering amount of the sunshine of public favor;
and when it falls, be this our consolation, that not
a fragment of the tree has ever lent a torch to a

political incendiary.
The present year closes the first half of the event¬

ful nineteenth century; a portion of the world's
duration distinguished by as many great and thril¬
ling events as were ever crowded into the same

spac# of time. The retrospect seems like some

strange tumultuous dream, in which the scenes

change with a rapidity and are filled with a succes¬

sion of wonders unlike the sober realities of wak¬
ing existence. Almost the entire first French Re¬
volution, (as well as the second and the momen¬

tous third,) with the convulsions to which it gave
rise in almost every kingdom of the civilized world,
has fallen within this stirring period, in which Na¬
poleon shoots athwart the sky, drawing after him a

tail that fills the heavens, from the frozen sea to
the pillars of Hercules While, in our own hemi¬
sphere, the great political epoch of Mr. Jefferson's
accession to the Presidency, the rise of the Jackson
dynasty, the occurrence of two victorious wars, the
disastrous deaths of two Chief Magistrates; the
doubling of our territory; the more than doubling
of our commerce, income, and population ; and
last, though scarce least, the rising from hell of the
spirit of disunion, combine to mark the era as one

of intensest interest to every friend of rational free¬
dom, and the success of a temperate, regulated, and
law-abiding Constitutional Republicanism.
Nor has the progress of science and discovery,

in investigating the surface and the structure of our

planet, enlarging the bounds of the solar system,
annihilating space and time, and diminishing by
more than haH" the burdens of human labor; above
all, by applying the whole resources of advancing
knowledge to augment the comfort, facilitate the
tasks, and adorn the leisure of domestic life, been
a whit less remarkable than the revolutions of em¬

pires and the struggles and the march of power.
While last, and highest in the scale, the progress
of education, the multiplication of schools, the im¬
provements of the press, the diffusion of books, the
civilization of savage and the enlightenment and
mitigation of semi-barbarous society; the extensive
translation and distribution of the Sacred Scrip¬
tures, and the progressive triumphs of its pure and
humanizing truth, conspire to render the first half
of the present century as pre-eminently the era of
light and the dawn of a brighter day.
On the completion of such a period we may with

just reason congratulate every reader. If such be
the beginnings of the century, what may we not
look for in its close ? If such be the dawn, what
will not be its meridian splendor ? The prospect
might almost make us wish to survive, that we

might view the swelling scene. May we not con¬

gratulate our infant children that they have fallen
on such an epoch for the commencement of their
career ? May they prove worthy of their age, live
so as to illustrate it, and yield their latest breath
amidst the brightness of its risen day!

Late advices from Nicaragua announce a declar¬
ation of war between Nicaragua and Costa Rica.
So says a Telegraph despatch from New York.

The Hon. N. F. Dixon, one of the Representa¬
tives in Congress from the State of Rhode Island,
has positively declined being a candidate for re¬

election. In publishing his letter to that effect,
the Providence Journal accompanies it with ex¬

pressions of regret, which it says will be shared
*not only by Mr. Dixon's immediate constituents
but by the Whigs throughout the State.

CONGRESS.
/in senate. "

J
^

Mondat, December 30, 1850.
Mr. DOUGLAS. X hive received a letter from John Wise,

of Lancaster, Pennsflvapia, enclosing t memorial of an in¬
teresting character, whfth I have been requested to present,
and move iu refeie*ce io the proper committee. I am not
prepared to say preciseIf what committee that would be.
The memorialist stake that he has devoted sixteen year*

of hie life studiouslyto the science of aerooaQlice j that dinng
that period be hai made about one hundred «*n!WMF
successfully end with edety. Hi «h» .tb>twritten a work ujon this science, in which he has given a

history of it and u account of. the devriopoM»t» of itsfrtnci-
ples, which has bien received with greet htm by the «d«-
tific world. He *0 rtates that he has demonstrated to his
own satisfaction, ind a prepared to demodstrate to the satis¬
faction of the world, M« power to make this wamc* useful
and practicable for thetransmission of made and the transpor¬
tation of passengew, *>d especially in the art of war, as well
as in peace. He'aldstates that be is prepared now to coo-
struct a balloon lOOfJeTin diameter, which shall h«« 'be
power of elevating ltitow ,ti»t bei-prepared to elevate that
balloon over the Capitol, or President a House, or Navy Yard,
or any other p'int which may be designated, above the reach
of gun-shot, ab4 theM to dischsurge imitation missiles of a de¬
structive quality, which would show his capacity todestroy any
fleet, fort, or army which may be beneath it. He also pro¬
poses, when he shall have done that, and ahull have satisfied
both Houses of Congress, and every body who will attend his
experiment, that it is entirely practicable and within his con¬

trol, to take that balloon to the city of 8t. Louis, and make
a voyage from thence to the city of York. At New York
he proposes to take in six other passengers who have already
volunteered, and a iife boat, and proceed to England, where
he will report to the British Government. He expresses en¬

tire confidence in his ability to do this with perfect safety; and,
furthermore, that he can make a quicker voyage around the
world with his balloon than in any other way ; that his ex¬

periments have shown that at a certain elevation there is a

current of air from West to East, in which he can sail with
perfect safety, and with more expedition and velocity than by
any other mode of conveyance. He desires the opportunity
of testing this, and of satisfying the world of the truth of his
theory. He says that he can make these experiments from
St. Louis to New York and from New York to Europe foi
the sum of twenty thousand dollars. He thinks that this will
enable him to fully demonstrate the practicability of this sci¬

ence, and its applicability to the purposes to which he pro¬
poses to devote it. He alludes to the fact that we are making
very large appropriations for objects of much less utility; and,
inasmuch as he has devoted his life to this business, ha<made
so many successful voyages, has written a book demonstrating
the practicability of this science, and only needs this small
pittance to carry his scientific discoveries into practical effect,
he says we ought to give him that amount to allow him to
make the trial, and enable him to be the first man that ever

sailed around the world in a balloon.
I present bis memorial as he requests. I am assured that

he is a man of great intelligence and scientific attainments.
I have not the honor of knowing him, but these are the rep¬
resentations made to me by citizens of that State, whom I
know to be men that are entirely capable of judging of his

qualifications in this respect. I hardly know to which com¬

mittee I ought to move its leference. I am satisfied that it
does not come fairly within the jurisdiction of the Committee
on Territories. The chairman of the Committee on Public
Lands insists that it is not within the jurisdiction of his com¬

mittee. I am inclined to think that, as it is evidently a rival
proiect to one referred to the Committee on Roads and Ca.
nals.Mr. Whitney's railroad.it ought to go to that com¬

mittee, that its objects may be considered. I have read this
petition with much interest. It is written with a good dea
of ability. I have looked into his book, though I have not
had an opportunity of reading it, and the impressions which
I have formed of it are favorable. He has drawings of all his
machinery and the different modes of conveyance, got up at
great expense, and with great elegance ? and I have really
been ver> favorably impressed with the memorialist and his
memorial. I move iU reference to the Committee on Roads
and Caoals.

, .

Mr. BBWHT. I do d* wish, as a wmb*or as chair¬
man of that committee, *0 -void any noponsiMltty 5 hut It
seems to me that the prayer of this petmawr goes1 fer beyond
the jurisdiction of the Committee on Roads and Canals, it

is proper for me to say that I do not favor visionary projects
of this kind. I think it is the province of our committee to

look to roads and canals on terra Jirma ; but when it comes
to navigating the air, the prayer does not find a friend in me.

I think the Committee on Foreign Relations, if I may be
nermitted to suggest, would be more appropriate, [laughter,]
tor the duties of the committee lead them to the consideration
of the affairs of foreign climes. I hope the gentleman will
change his reference.

. . ,,Mr DOUGLAS. I do not know any impropriety in the
reference, and I will therefore move that it be referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.
Mr MANGUM. Mr. President, as the chairman of that

committee is not present, I feel it to be my duty to remark
that we are very little learned in matters of this lund; but as

I believe the honorable Senator from Illinois has recently
been made a member of that committee
The PRESIDENT. The Senator was excused from ser¬

vice on that committee at his own request.
Mr. MANGUM. Then I protest against its going to that

committee; but a. the honorable Senator from "'noiah"
indicated a high degree of scientific attainmentinhewmaU
ters, to the edification and amusement of the Senate, I think
it should go to a select committee, and that he should be
placed at the head of it.

,

Mr. DOUGLAS. I think this subject should be treated
seriously. The memorialist is undoubtedly a gentleman ot

huh character and of scientific attainment ; and I hope his
memorial wiU go to one of the regular committees. It was

transmitted to me by a naval gentleman, who suggested th
it should be referred to the Committee on Naval AHairs. 1

move that it be refeired to that committee.
The motion was agreed to.

RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC.
Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, I hold in my band resolu¬

tions passed by the Legislature of California, in relation to
the national railroad from the Pacific ocean to the Mississippi
river, which I propose, in accordance with instructions, to pre¬
sent to the Senate.

...e it., td..It may be proper for me to explain the cause of the delay
in presenting these resolutions. The Legislature of Cali¬
fornia passed but two sets of resolutions, with instructions to

her Senators to present them to the Senate ; these I hold in

my hand, and those presented by me at the last session in re¬

lation to donations of the public lands to officers who served
in the Mexican war. My colleague was to have presented
the resolutions 1 now have, but I presume, from the great press
of business that accumulated on us after we took our seats in

this body, the subject escaped his memory. Duty as well as

inclination induce me to bring them before the Senate, which
I would have left to my colleague but for his unavoidable de-
tention from his 8®8t.

t , n ...
^I move the reference of these resolutions to the Committee

on Roads and Canals. It will be perceived that the Legisla
ture of California, as a preliminary to any acUon by Congress,
recommend " the organization of an efficient engineer corps
« to make complete surveys and explorations of the several
« rou,M which have been recommended to public noUce as
. practicable for the line of said road.

4. 4 !f ..

In this recommendation I fully concur, believing that if it
be important in short roads, it is still more '"dupensably neces¬sary in regard to the longest road ever proposed to be made
th»t the nroner route should first be ascertained by practiceInd scientist engineers. We know that the buflklo and
other wild animals march over passes in the mountains where
the elevation is many hundred teet to the mile, which would

.rWM, b'f¦££h.. ^mile, and this is a most objec ionaWe gmie,
and other wild animals - well as a ^ ! ueluding the Indian trapper, have ol en p

n 1 «¦.<>» to thewhere the grade was not less than one

mile. Indeed the grade of the Cumberland road
places over two hundred feet to the mile, wh 1
practicable for a railroad. I have said this mu , y
justification of the Legislature of my own State, but as my
protest against any attempt to commit lh® Govern p
maturely to any route which subsequent developments may
prove to be impracticable. I move that they be referte o

Committee on Roads and Canals, and that th»y be pnn e or

the use of the Senate.
The motion was hgreed te.

PUBLIC LANDS PUBLIC DEBT.FINANCES.DEFICPT.
Pursuant to notice given to that effect, Mr. BENTON asked

leave to bring in a bill to accelerate the sales of the publiclands for the purpose of paying the public debt, and extinguish¬
ing the federal title to lands within the new States, and to grant
donations and pre-emptions to actaal settlers, and cede the un¬
sold and unealeabfe lands to the States in which they lie.

Mr. B. Mid th« title to his bill «u an index to tt* Trtft
and gave a genera] idea of iu .cope and object, butTeTutf
Jwt^f Tt^9' ¦Bd^ *ot 7S'Z«Sr5
which it might be referred, he deemed it liohl la nakabJ
expoaition of the reason* in which it wasfooadML aai&Za
manner in which it waa expected to accomplkh fee oMecte.

¦J..b "" <* *» POWic de£W the
meena proposed are, accelerated aelea oi th« pehtirttodiu
nia auppoeee tbe fact that we have, at present, a public debt.

.nd that the public land. are not doing their part
payment of that deb-. Both there areaimitioo. are» *

. brief atatement will ahow the serious extent to vM* they
«"» . n*w national debt, with the

ped, that it ia to be larger before it is smaller, and We
public land*, but they are no looser available ae a means

pyiDg the public debt. The Secretary of tbe Treaau.y, in
hw annual report upon tbe finances, discloses these fact, to

Sill, k ,*7 01 h" ,ui"m8nu to suthenticate offi-

Ew7 J *2 10 8amito- The^At, in round no*,

i t f * not * CM# "> which to state fractions.) and
iDeluding the Texas stock, not yet ireued, is$74,000,000, and
me interest accruing on the same, for tbe ensuing year,
$4,210,000, diminishing down until 1868, when the last item
of the public debt isdue, to $»,680,000, and amounting in the
wholefor tntereat #80,000,000, and for principal$74,000,000,
Timg, t^!thw 000,000,. The principal .nd interJ
Of the debt being thtm #*64,000,000, It become, a serious
burden to sll who consider, as I do, a public debt to be a pub¬
lic curse.
One hundred and thirty-four millions is then the amount,

principal and interest, of the present national debt, and is
the amount which the people of the United Stales will
have to pay to get rid of that debt, provided every item of it
shall be paid without borrowing, as it becomes due. But if
sny part shall be paid by the new process of psyiog old dsbts
by creating new ones, then tbe total amount of the burden
on account of the present national debt will be as much above
Si34,000,000 as the interest on new loans to pay principal
and interest on old ones shall amount to. Taken either way,
it has to be provided for ; and the means, according to our

Bygtem of finance, come from two sources.the custom-houses
and the public lands. These are the theoretical sources of f
revenues.the theoretical; forone ofthem, that ofthe lands, will j
cease t i be a source of income afier the present year, and will (
remain so, if the present mode of selling is continued without i

alteration, for sixteen years. This will carry us to about the
end of the time for paying the last item of the public debt.
The last payment becomes due in 1868, and sixteen years
will bring us to the verge of that time. This results from the
military bounties of the last session, and at the previous ses¬

sions, and is so well stated by the Secretary of the Treasury
that I shall avail myself of his words :

"The laVs recently enacted giving lands to those who served
in the war with Mexico, and at the last session to such as had
served in tormer wars, in addition to grants to States for in¬
ternal improvements, will undoubtedly supply the market
with the greater portion of the lands that will be required for
occupation for many yeare to eorae. Tlws source of revenue,
thereiore.small, indeed, comparatively, but still in the ten

preceding 1843 available for an annual average of '

$4,993,616.19, (statement V).should not hereafter be relied <

upon with any certainty, or to any considerable amount, in esti- i

mating the receipts of the Treasury. ,
Statement K, appended to this report, shows tbe number of 11

warrants located by the acts to which reference has been made, I
and the number yst to be located, as estimated from the pay
rolls and other evidences on file, with the quantity of lands, in
acres, required to satisfy them. The quantity of lands sold 1
and taken from market by virtue of those warrants, for the

'

1!^ «8ti7»JW8' and 1849> U H,727,74'2.40 "res, averaging
acres per annum, valued at$18,911,13476,aver-

agmg $6,303,711.58 per annum. |l
" The warrants yet to be presented under these acts will re-

quire 78,923.513 acres, valued at $98,653,140. At the above
average ol 4,909,247.46 acres per acnum, over sixteen years
will be required to absorb and satisfy the warrants yet to be
issued, at estimated under the several bounty land acts now in
foree.

" There will then be diverted from the Treasury, from the
sale ot lands, the sum of $113,245,896, not anticipated at
the date when the revenue law of 1846 was enacted. (See
statement K.)"

v

This statement of Mr. Secretary Corwin shows very clearly
that no revenue is to be ecpected from the public lands, un¬
der the present mode 6f wiling them, for sixteen years. He
might have gone further, and shown that they will not de¬
fray the expenare of their adminwtrstton during that time, and
that they are, on t*» contrary, to be an fcXpeoM of about
$700,(MQ por ennofc ifee Government during ths wbol« Of
that time. This further point, being omitted by him, I will
show myself; and, for that purpose, will have recourse to
the estimates of expenditure for the management of tbe public:
lands lor the ensuing year. These estimates are :

Office of the Commissioner of the General Land
Office, p. 13 of the printed estimates $92,900 00

Contingent expenses, same page . 65,912 50
Surveyor's General, and their offices, p. 14 66,220 00
Survey of the public lands, p. 30 282,820 00
Expense of collecting tbe revenue from lands,

PaSe42 170,200 00

678,052 50,
1 hus, the public lands, while yielding nothing for sixteen I

j ears, will require an expenditure of nearly three quarters of
a million per annum, out of the public treasury, to defray the
expenses of their administration during all that time.amount¬
ing in the whole to nearly twelve millions of dollars. The
whole expenditure of the Government, then, including the
management of the public lands, will fall upon the customs .

and now let us see what these expenditures are to be. The
estimated expenditures, according to the report of the Secre¬
tary, are to be $46,800,000 ; and as Congress always origi¬
nates some millions of appropriations over and above the esti-
mates, which are always granted in full, the total expendi¬
ture for the ensuing fiscal yoar may safely be ret down at
$50,000,000. And this enormous sum includes nothing for
a (inking fund.nothing for the gradual extinction of the new
public debt.nothing to go to the principal of the debt. The
interest only is included, and to meet these fifty millions, the
sum of forty-five millions are estimated from the custom¬
houses. If these forty-five millions were sealized it would
still leave a deficit of five millions; but they are not to be
counted upon.at least for succeeding years. The Secretary
shows that this product from customs is an unusual amount,
flowing from exuberant importations, the fruit of temporary
c rcumstances; and be shows further that these temporary
circumstances must soon cease, and with that cessation must
come adiminution ofimports, and a consequent decline ofdutiee.
In all this I concur with the Secretary, and so fully that I adopt
his own words in the part of bis report which relates to this
point, and make them my own. The Secretary says :

" We cannot overlook the fact, in our estimates ot future
revenue, that the last three or four years have been exceptional
ones ; that we are indebted tor our large revenues in part to
the famine, the revolutions, and the broken down markets of
Larope. The ease with which the low duties under the act
of 1846 may be reduced atill lower by successful frauds and
undervaluations, combined with the causes just stated, have
induced a large excess of importation. But the markets of
Europe are recovering their tone ; the effects of the famine are
passing away j our country Is filled, it is believed, to excess
with foreign goods ; and it wonld be contrary to all reasonable

Ration to look for a continuance of these large impor-
A continuance of thia large income.forty-five millions

from the custom hou.es.is then not to be expected. Inade¬
quate as it now is by five millions to meet the current ex¬
penses of the (government and the mere interest of the pub-
tc debt, it is soon to be more re, how much no one can now
tell, but enough, beyond doubt, to increase largely the deficit!
which now.xi.ts. deplorable result is faced by the Se-
cretary. He face, the deficit, and .bows it to us j but I do
not think he facea the remedy, and shows us that. He looks
to the customs, and expect, te make their income adequate
by an alteration of the laws which would increase the duties
and diminish the fraud, rreulting from the universal ad valo¬
rem system adopted m 1846. I agree wi.h the Secretary in
one part, and disagree with him in two parts of this recom-

oTEf. o.
wi" ."* hi,°""b""6'1

"This state of things imposes upon Congress the dutv ot
determining whether t&e law, now existing,

*
ith the of

duties imposed by them on foreign merchandise, will pToduw
the amount necessary to defray the annual ordinary ex^ndT
!kre* °u, j ^0T«"»ment, and meet punctually the interest oi
the public debt. The ability of the country to discharge even
obligation unon it, if aided by wire and t/mely legi.En"?.unquestionable. If ample provision shall be 3" fo? the

the public debt. The ability «fthecoZ^in7r '"k
unquestionable. It ample provision shall b? mfd/for he

?.TPaaI?0."* ".*»""«>. the public
fil credit c^ii.^H . k' T' ^ ra*int*ined, and the pub-

cr.U contmu«! «uch a basis as to ensure an advantage-
out and speedjr extinguishment of the public debt.

^

in , ^eJ,Tr,!h!I,£therCt°W.W have been found
fn .WK

wwl Undervaluations.
The extent to which they have been carried, and the degree
in which they have been rendered systematic and complete,
have been highly detrimental to the revenue. The Denan-
ment has long given the subject of there frauds its most earnest
attention ana exhausted alf its authority for their prevention
and detection, but they are still of reck magnitude and so de-
raoral.xing in their effects as to demand the immediate inte^
position ot Congress."
And he rrcommends :

'

" I. A change in the present ad valorem system, which should
impose specific duties upon all articles to which such duties

safety applied, with home valuation. u^on all »uch as
leaaartl) subject to ad valorem rates.

i. If the principle of specific duties shall not be adopted,kc home valuation, instead of the foreign, should then^ied to all imports subject to ad valorem duties.
. If neither of the foregoing changes shall be thought
, then it is deemed highly necessary that the presentsf duties should be increased on a great variety of articles

i it will be found could bear such inerease with the most
' cfects upon both trade and revenue."
cor with the Secretary in his premises in loto, and
tail of his recommendations. I concur with him in
ion that importations, will diminish, carrying with it
utioD of revenue from customs ; that the ad valorem

the parent of frauds, and ought to be abandoned,
pjrse again had to specific duties in all casea in which
applicable. On this latter point I have nothing to

!. gained from experience. I needed no experience
idl me that universal ad valorems were the most une-
duties, and the most fruitful of frauds. I knew that
and said it always. I condemned them in that abortion

, the ao-called "compromise" of 1932-3, when
I dogma was first introduced into our statute book

¦milt down all duties to one uniform.on paper.low
twenty per centum on the value of all importations.
Mined that when it waa enacted, and the voice of the

it took, effect. That compro¬mise," though landed to tbe akiea when peaeeitand Uid to
be sacrad, inviolable, immutable, and eternal, died of itself
before it got to the beautiful universal ad valorem. It went
From the eradle to the tomb of the Capulets, spite of all high
audation. I condemned the same dogma when it was mtro-
luced in the tariff of 1846; and now, after a brief expo¬nent of four years, experience condemns it. looted for that
ict . but only to get rid of the act of 1842, and with the de-tlar'ed belief that experience would soon produce a condemna¬
tion of the universal ad valorem dogma, and lorce a return
lo the old sy»tem : and such is now about the fact. 1
concur with the Secretary, then, in his recommendation,
repeated from that of his predecessor, (Mr. Meredith,)
in proposing to return to specific duties in all cases in
which they are applicable ; and, while thus concurring with
the Secretary in much of his report, I have to differ from him
in thik that he does not propose any scheme for saving to the
Sovemment any benefit from the public lands. As things
now ttand the Government is thrown out of market for six¬
teen years to come. During all that time the assignees of
miliary bounty land warrants will occupy the market ? and,
sellini at about 80 cents per acre,theUnited States can sell none
it $1 25, and thus will be at the expense of keeping up the
land system for the benefit of private aellera-her own com¬

petitor, who received the land as a gift from her, undersell
ber, and drive her oat of market.

,Thus is the condition of our public lands, as a branch of
revenue, expunged, and become a source of expense imtead
of Droit- and these evils to continue, and become worse, uti¬
le* there is some rtdical change in the mode of selling the

PUMy object is to rwke that change ; and the leading idea of
the change must be the acceleration of the sales of the landsJ rather the reviva of the sales, for they are now dead !
md mast remain «> until Teanima^ bvjaw. ^de¬ration, or revival, wn only result from reduced prices.
from such a reduction as will bring them into competition
with the eighty millbnaof acres of military bounty land now

Coding the market. The present ordinary price of those
lands is eighty cento to the acre, with the certainty of further
large reductions m 1be quantity of warrants prepared for
market can get into circulation, and the picking and culling
of the lands shaH leare a residuum lets and lew valuable, forLr Motion. I. .11 probability th.y will b. .. twenty or I
thirty cents to the acre before the eighty millions are exhausted.
Congress, in making a few small giants for objects of 'ntemal
improvement in theaew States have been very careful to pro¬
vide againat their behg sold below the Gongresa pnce. so ag

to prevent them frfln getting any advantage in the market.
but when it came U wholeaale work.when it c^e U> gmng
awav a whole broadside of the country at once.when the
¦uperficial content of three auch States as Ohio, and four
such aa Maaaacbusetts to boot, (for the whole quantity
granted for miliMT aervices ia of that enormous eiient)
were arantod at two atrokea of the pen to ihe old soldiers,
«. their amgru," then no care was nectary-doprecaution taken to prevent the warraivs from bring sold
at lasa than $1.25 par acre: and nob the conaequcnce ia

nowentix^5ri«n out of her own market, and ..i keeping up
a machin-ty of land office* at an expense $700,000 per
annum, f * the benefit of thoee who expel her from the
The bill which I ask leave to introduce proposes to revive,

successive periodical reductions of price. 1^ redactoni onjrapply to thVlands which have been offered at pnvate »ale atffi per acre . and, beginning at one dollar per acre for such

cl reduction of twenty-fire com. ...ry ¦»» T""

» a mrtncr provisiou .naa double provision, calcu--bt .>«
Tb. prorieion i. ££

fered to the general purchaser. ,

UQfold on the 30th

on through each successive
ar»ual settler sets his

celer.ting tbe public W V
, of th<, new pub-r?.w Tte'^u«J price, will bring lb., into compel.-lie debt. The

.orr«nts and the double system of re-tion with l^"^u"Jpofed__a larger reduction always in favorduction which is p P -

^ t competi'ion between theof the actual\ml^ which will ensure a sale ofgeneral purchaserand
^ ^ ^The actualevery tract as soon a^ al hM.r . 90 ol tbe adja-aettler iskept ahead of ^gj ^ advantage whichcent landho er.

prevent speculating monopolies.tSTJSSof' the HU is .0 PV the public debt: the
j ."L.iLuish the federal title to the lauds within tber^rThi.ond object is itself a great one, and con-new States.

aQ(] MCOIOpi|fhed by the »ame means.

Accelerated sales, while rapidly putting money mto theFSI al Treasury, will be as rapidly extinguishing theIj® '
Governmental a landholder in the new Stole, and.Federal Uo

^ ^ j j rein%ia,ngr un«)ld atHfttVr bill. ... .0 be e^eJ .0 tb.the end ot m i
purpo^s; and where thefTi^ny Surhave ££ K>ld downto a r.fuse of threemins of acres or lea. in any State, the same shall be ceded

in the State This would relieve some States, as Ohio and
at once

'
and other, in a few year.; while the otherit of the bill would release all the States from Federalnlvnership of landa within their limito within the period allot-

for the complete operation of the bill-that ,. to «y
.hin nine yeara ! «o that the commencement ol the year l!>bO

T ,S2I ««ry new State relea^l from the pre«nce and
dominion of a federal landlord, and elevated to an equa 'ty
w.th the old State, in the great e«ential lequwite. of Stoto
¦overeignty.that of having all the lands within its l.auto «ub-
,>ct to State juri*liction, and available for all the purpo.es of

¦icsjssrssssf-a- ,h«
«ttina it by selling land, aa the leading object of iny bill. He

yjvfd and'accelerated sale, of public laid to bring m tj
into the treasury, ia the leading and prominent idea. B
the sale of land is not the only mode of producing ir«jrfrom public land which the bill contemplate. ; nor is it. w'th
me the favorite, or even the wi* way of deriving"rom the public domain. On that point I am a convert. andhTe been for a quarter of a century, to tbe policy ol the
British statesman Edmund Burke, aa declared in bl" *^ownthe Hou»e ofCommona on the subject of deposing oflin". He cared little for sale.little for the -mount of money
which th. land, would bring at market, and even dp

^high pricey and objected to *rewing up bidders gt the force ef competition. He preferred (and he «.d itJ., . case in which the profit of the tre.miry and the i

the .ubject went togeiher) th.t the morey "hould
to improve the land rather than laid out in it. P«J.h* '

thefrom that improvement and cultivation, be nit,

really beneflcfal and durable m^b- wh.ch cjmethrough the courae of circulation, and through th p
ucretion* of the State. Thi. i. what he Mid :

"Be the price wb,t "froJ'Uudliwercd wheacTW wj property u iraMfccrwl U

which are not fit for that property to those that are. The
uJCr l^e teller must mutually profit by such a bargain ;

ana, what rarely hap|xtns in matters of revenue, the relief of
tne subject will go har.d-in-hand with the profit of the exche-
quer. 1 he revenue to be derived from the sale of the forest
lands will not be so considerable as many have imagined ; and
l conceive it would be unwise to screw it up to the utmost, or
even to suffer bidders to enhance, according to their eagerness,
the purchase ol objects wherein the expense of that purchase
may weaken the capital to be employed in their cultivation.

e principal revenue which I propose to draw from these
uncultivated wastes, is to spring from the improvement and
population of the kingdom, events infiuitely more advantage¬
ous to the revenues of the crown than the rents of the best
landed estates which it can hold. It is thus I would dispose of
the unprofitable landed estates of the crown : throw them into
the mas* of private property: by which they will come,
through the course of circulation, and through the political se¬
cretions of the State, into well-regulated revenue."

Mr. President, I quoted this passage from Burke twenty-
four years ago in this chamber, deeply convinced of it« pro¬
found wisdom at that time. I have had occasion to think of
it often since, and never more earnestly than at present. I
have seen the sales of our public lands lingering and languish¬
ing, involving a great expense in their administration, a

great Federal influence in the new States, great injury in
divers waya in these States; and after all producing so little
ioqdo* »*>.«. it requires elaborate tables to be const njctsd,
and boo* iteu** <.f ih«U
show that they have produced any ? and now, it is inaspot£
ble that they are to produce nothing! for sixteen ydarsto pro¬
duce nothing ! coating $700,000 a year for their administra¬
tion.keeping up an army of idle officers.depriving the new
Slates both of their taxes and the five per centum in lieu
of them.and keeping large portions of the State out of the
bands of cultivators. In the mean time I have seen the cul¬
tivation of the lands through the custom houses.through
what Mr. Burke calls the political secretions of the State.
bringing in a large, an increasing, and a perennial stream of
revenue. All the custom bouse revenue comes from that
souroe. The one hundred millions of agricultural products
which go abroad bring back upwards of an hundred millions
of foreign goods, which pay the duties which fill.which have
filled, are filling, and will fill.the treasury. The forty-five
millions now counted upon by the Secretary of the Treasury,
as the sole resource of the Treasury, all comes from that
source. Cultivation and improvement of the country, then,
and not the sale of land, is the source of revenue ; and to that
I have mainly looked in the plan I have submitted. I have kept
it in view, in every part of the plan.in the reduced prices.
in the preference to actual settlers.in the donations to
settlers.and in the cession of the unsold and unsaleable lands
to the States in which they lie. I am an enemy to a public'
debt, and bad the satisfaction to see a large one extinguished.
We see another one created : I impute no blame about it:
but I want to see it extinguished. I see no such chance at

present. As things now stand we cannot even pay the in¬
terest except by creating new debt.an issue perhaps of these
exchequer bills, called by us treasury notes, by which a nation
in so easily slided into debt, and by which Sir Robert Walpole
laid the foundation of the present British debt. I eschew his
example, and his resource, and go for facing and meeting our

new public debt at once. Rapid sales of the public lands will
Jo part economy and retrenchment must do the rest.

Mr. B. then asked leave to bring in his bill.
A BILL to accelerate the tale of the public lands and pay the

public debt; to extinguish the Federal title to lands within
the new States, sccure homes to actual settlers, and to cede
the unsaleable and refuse lands to the States in which they
lie.
Be it enacted, &c. That all the public lands which shall

have been offered at private sale, and shall remain unsold on

the 30th day of June, 1851, shall thereafter be offered at one

dollar per acre until the 30th day of June, 1853 ; and there¬
after all remaining unsold at that price shall be offered at se¬

venty-five cents per acre, until the 30th day of June, 1855 ;
and thereafter all remaining then unsold shall be offered at

fifty cents per acre until the 30th day of June, 1857 ; and
thereafter all such land still remaining unsold shall be offered
at twenty-five cents per acre until the 30th day of June, 1859.

Sec. 2. And be it fwther enacted, That every head of a

family, widow, or single man over the age of eighteen years
who sliall on the 30th day of June, 1851, be an actual settler
on any of the public lands then offered for sale at one dollar
per acre, shall be entitled to a donation of forty acres, to in¬
clude his or her settlement, and to a pre-emptive right to a

quantity not exceeding one hundred and twenty acres, adja¬
cent or aontiguous to the donation, at aeventy-hve cents per
.are, bui not to include any other actual settler ; and thirty
riaya shall be allowed such actual settler to enter his or her
donation, and to purchase his or her pre-emption. And
every such person so settled on the 30th day of June, 1853,
on public land then c ftered at seventy-five cents per acre,
shall in like manner be entitled toa like donation, ana to a like

pre-emption at fifty cents per acre. And every such person
so settled on the 30th day of June, 1855, shall be entitled to a

like donation, and to a like pre-emption at twentyfive cents

Jer acre. And every such person so settled on the 30th day of
une, 1857, shall be entitled to a like donation and to a like

pre-emption at five cents per acre. And where two or more

persons shall be settled on contiguous forty-acre tracts, then
the pre emptive right of each may be satisfied out of the near¬

est vacant land ; and all questions between actual settlers
shall be decided immediately and equitably by the register
and receiver.

Sec. 3. And be itfurther enacted, That all persons owning
lands to which the public lands offered at graduated prices in
the first section of this bill sha!l be adjoining, and which shall
not be entered by an actual settler within the respective thirty
days limited for his pre-emptive right, such person shall be
entitled for thirty days after the expiration of such settlement

pre-emptive right to purchase the same to the extent of one

hundred and sixty acres at the price fixed in the said first sec¬
tion of this act ; and if said public land should adjoin two or

more owners, each of which should apnly for the same, then
the adjacent land shall be divided equally between them, and
the quantity of one hundred and sixty acres made up to each,
if required, out of any contiguous public land, free from a set¬
tlement pre-emptive right.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That in all cases in which
the public lands in any State shall have been, or may hereaf¬
ter be reduced to less than three millions of acres, the
same shall be granted to the State in which it lies ; and all
the public lands which shall have been offered at the gradua¬
ted prices established in the first section of this bill, and
which shall regain unsold on the 30th day of June, 1859,
shall be ceded to the State in which they lie.

Leave was granted, and the bill was read a first and se¬

cond time by its title, and referred to the Committee on the
Public Lands.

AUSTRIA AND THE HUNGARIANS.
A message was received from the President of the United

States by Mr. M. P. Fillmore, his private Secretary, dateJ
the 30th instant, communicating, in reply to a resolution of
the Senate of the 26th instant, certain correspond ence be¬
tween our Government and Austria. The correspondence
was read, and is as follows :

Department or State,
Washington, December 30, 1850.

To the President of the United States ¦¦

The Secretary of State, to whom has been referred the
resolution of the Senate of the 26th instant, requesting the
President " to communicate to the Sanate, if not incom¬

patible with.the public interest, copies of any correspondence,
if any has taken place, between the Department of Slate and
the Austrian Charge d'Atfaires, respecting the appointment
or proceedings of the agent sent out to examine and report
upon the condition and prospects of the Hungarian people,
during their recent struggle for independence," has the honor
to lay before the President a copy of the correspondence called
for by the resolution.

Resiiectfully submitted.
DANIEL WEBSTER.

Chevalier J. G. Hulstmann to Secretary of State.

[Translation.] Austria* Legation,
Washington, September 30, 1850.

The undersigned, Charge d'affaires of his Majesty the Em¬

peror of Aastris, has been instructed to make the following
communication to the Secretary of State:
As soon as the Imperial Government became aware of the

fact that a United States agent had been dispatched to Vi¬
enna, with orders to watch for a favorable moment to recog¬
nise the Hungarian Republic, and to conclude a treaty of
commerce with the same, the undersigned was directed to ad¬
dress some confidential but pressing representations to the
Cabinet of Washington against that proceeding, which is so

much at variance with those principles of international law,
so scrupulously adhered to by Austria at all times, and under
all circumstances, towards the United States. In fact, how
is it possible to reconcile such a mission with the principle
of non-intervention, so fjrmally announced by the United
States as the basis of American policy, and which had just
been sanctioned with so much solemnity by the President, in
bis inaugural address of March 5, 1849 * Was it in return

for the friendship and confidence which Austria bad never

ceased to manifest towards them, that the United States be¬
came so impatient for the downfall of the Austrian Monarchy,
and even aought to accelerate that event by the utterance of
their wifhei to that effect Those who did not hesitate to
assome the responsibility of sending Mr. Dudley Mann on

such an errand, should, independent of considerations of pro¬
priety, have borne in mind that they were exposing their emis¬
sary to be treated aa a spy. It is tj be regretted tbat the
American Government was not better informed aa to the »c-

ual resources ol Austria, and her historical perseverance in

defending her ju.t rights. A knowledge of those resources

would have led to the conclu»ion that a content for a lew
months' duration could neither have exhausted the energies
of that Power, nor turned aside iu purpose to put down the
insurrection. Auatria has struggled againat the French revo¬

lution for twenty-five years; the courage and perseverance
which she exhibited in that memorable contest have been ap¬
preciated by the whole world.
To the urgent representations of the undersigned, l*r.

Clayton answered that Mr. Mann's mission had no other ob¬
ject in view than to obtain reliable information a#to the true
state of affairs in Hungary, by personal observation; this ex¬

planation can hardly be admitted, for it says very little as to
the cause of the anxiety which was felt to ascertain the
chances of the revolutionists. Unfortunately, the langusge in

which Mr. Mann's instructions were drawn gives us a very
correct idea of their scope. Thia language was oflensive to
the Imperial Cabinet, for it designates the Austrian Govern¬
ment as an iron rule, and represents the rebel chief Kossuth
as an illustrious man; while improper expression!. are intro¬
duced in regard to Russia, the intimate and faithful ally ol
Austria. N ^withstanding these hostile demonstrations, the
Imperial Cabinet haa deemed it proper to preserve a concili¬
atory deportment, making ample allowance fur the ignorance
of the Cabinet of Washington on the subject of Hungarian
at&ir* and iu dupo'Hicm ta gi. to Ow mwaeetow
rumor's which are propagated by the American press. Xtus
extremely painful incident, therefore, might hav. been pa**
over, without any written evidence bemg left, on our part, uj

the archives of the United States, had not General Taylor
thought proper to revive the whole aubject by communicating
to the Senate, in his message of the 18th of last March, the in¬

struction with which Mr. Mann had been furnished on the
occasion of his mission to Vienna. The publicity which baa
been given to that document has placed the Imperial Govern¬
ment under the necessity of entering a formal protest, through
its official representative, against the proceedings of the Ame¬
rican Government, leat that Government ahould construe our

silence into approbation, or toleration even, of the principles
which appear to have guided ita action and the means it has

^In'view of all these circumstances, the undersigned has
been instructed to declare that the Imperial Government totally
disapproves, and will always continue to disapprove of those

proceedings, so offensive to the laws ol propriety ; and that it
protests against all interference in the internal affairs ol its

Government. Having thus fulfilled his duty, the undersigned
considers it a fortunate circumstance that he has it in ms

power to assure the Secretary of State that the Imperial Gov¬
ernment is disposed to cultivate relations of friendship and

good understanding with the United States, relations which
may have been momentarily weakened, but which could not

again be seriously disturbed without placing the cardinal in¬

terests of the two countries in jeopardy.
The instructions for addressing this communication to Mr.

Clayton reached Washington at the time of General I aylor a

death. In compliance with the requisitions of propriety, the
undersigned deemed it his duty to defer the taak until the new
administration had been completely organized 5 a delay which
he now rejoices at, as it has given him the opportunity of as¬

certaining from the new Preaident himself, on the occasion of
the reception of the diplomatic corpa, that the fundamental
policy ol the United 8tates, ao frequently proclaimed, would
guide the relations of the American Gove'nment w.th the
other Powers. Even if the Governmcn t of the United State#
were to think it proper to take an indirect part in the l'o",lc*[movements of Europe, American policy would be "posed to
aets of retaliation, and to certain inconveniences, which could
not fail to affect the commerce and the induatry of the two

hemispheres. All ;countries are obliged, at some period or

other, to struggle againat internalI difficult,ea ; all form..of
government are expoaed to such disagreeable episodes ; the
United States have had some experience in this very Recently.Civil war is a possible occurrence every where, and the en¬

couragement which is given to the spirit of insurrection and
of disorder most frequently falla back upon thoae who seek to
aid it in its developments, in spite of justice and wise policy.
The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to

the Secretary of 8tate the assurance of bl"
sideration. HLL8EMAINW.
To the Hon. IUimt Wxbstbe,

Secretary ol State ©f the United 8tates.

Secretary of Slalt to Mr. Huisemann.
Depaetmbiit or State,

Washiwotos, Dsckmhkh 21, 1«50.

The undersigned, Secretary of State of the I nited States,
had the honor to receive, some time ago, the note ol Mr.

Huisemann, Charge d'Affaires of his Majesty the Emperor ol

Austria, of the 30th September. Causes, cot arising fro

any want of personal regard for Mr. Huisemann, or of pro¬
per respect for his Government, have delayed an answer until
the present moment. Having submitted Mr. ¦*

letter to the President, the undersigned is now directed by him
to return the following reply :

The objects of Mr. Huisemann'* note are, first, to protest,
by order of his Government, against the steps taken by the
late President of the United States to aacertain the progress
and probable result of the revolutionary movementa m Hun¬
gary; and, secondly, to complain of some expressions in the?..LcUoi. of .beL> fccu-, of Butt .o M.. A. Dull*,
Mann, a confidential agent of the United States, as commu¬nicated by President Taylor to the Senate on the 28th ot
M
The principal ground of protest is founded on the idea, or

in the allegation, that the Government ot the United States,
by the mission of Mr. Mann, and his instructions, has inter¬
fered in the domestic affairs of Austria, in a manner unjast
or disrespectful toward that Power. The P'^,de"1'
sage waa a communication made by him to the Senate, trans¬

mitting a correspondence between Executive Government
and a confidential agent of its own. 1 his would ^tobeitself a domestic transaction, a mere instance of inteTC. *°

between the President and the Senate, in the manner wh ch
is usual and indispensable in communications .
different branches of the Government. It was n» »dd,es^Jeither to Austria or Hungary, nor was It

tfesto, to which any foreign State was called on o 'eply. I

was an account of it- transactions communicaud by the Exe
cutive Government to the Senate, at the request of that bod.',
made public, indeed, but made public only bea.u.e such is

the common and usual course ofproceed"; ; andlitmab*
regarded as somewhat strange, therefore, that the Austrian
Cabinet did not perceive that, by the .nstru^ons g.ven to

Mr. Huisemann, it was itself interfering with the domestic
concerns of a foreign State, the very thing which is the ground
of iU complaint against the United 8tates.

,

This Department has, on former occasions, informed the
Ministers of Foreign;Powers that a communication from the
President to eiiher House of Congr^s 1. " »£0-meetic communication, of which, ordinarily, no [oreignStatehas cognizance, and, in more recent instances the great^ in¬

convenience of making such communications subjects of diplo¬
matic correspondence and di«u",°"
If it had been the pleasure of hia Majesty the Emperor of
Austria, during the struggle, in Hungary, to have admonished
the Provisional Government or the people of that country
against involving themselves in disaster, by following the evil
and dangerous example of the United Btates of America in

making efforts for the establishment of independent Govern¬
ments, such an admonition fromtthat Sovereign to his Hun¬
garian subjects would not have originated here a diplomatic
correspondence. The President might, perhaps, on this
ground, have declined to direct any particular reply to Mr.
Hulsemann's note ; but, out of proper reaped for the Aus¬
trian Government, it has been thought better to answer that
note at length ; and the more especially aa the occasion is not
unfavorable for the expression of the general sentiments ol

the Government of the United States upon the topics which
that note discusses.

. , .

A leading subject in Mr. Huisemann s note is tha of ttie

correspondence between Mr. Hulaemann and the P^ece-c*of the undersigned, in which Mr. Clayton, by direcnon of
the President, informed Mr. Huisemann "tk« '

mission had no other object in view than to obtain rci

formation as to the true state of affairs in Hungry, 71*
sonal obseivation." Mr. Huisemann remark, that »»,«*planation can hirdly be admitted, for it says^ ,hethe cauae of the anxiety which was

: .ue onj-chances of the revolutionists." As this, ho ^ attributed
p-po- -hw.wi,h
to the agency; as nothing wbiuw ageot incon,lM.
mann to have either^don^^^ ^J conceives that Mr.
ent with such an obje t, deemed not only admiaai-Clayton s explanation ougb Hul#cmann .utes, in theble, but quite Mtisfac 0 y-

oetiooi t0 ^jress bis presentcourreof hisnote, th. h
^ Wtshmgl0n tbout

communication to M^i^ ^ ^ ^ Pre-id<,llt> tnd thatthe time of th
^ propriety the execution of his ta»k

tifhewv \Jministration .hould be fully orguiited "auntil the1 ne
M has given him the op-deI*y Ttv'of ascertaiiiiiig from the new Pre.ident himself, on

the occasion of the reception of the diplomatic corpa, that the
fundamental policy of the United Slates, so freq-ently pro-clrime. would guide the relations of the American Govern¬
ment with other Power*.'' Mr. Hul*maaa atao


